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Dear Constituents, 

 

First of all, I would like to thank the people of Scarborough Southwest for 

demonstrating your trust in me by electing me to serve as your Member of 

Parliament.  It is indeed a privilege to represent you in the House of Com-

mons and I am looking forward to the busy weeks and months ahead.   

 

Now that the new session of Parliament has begun, I wanted to take the op-

portunity to update my constituents on several important issues. 

 

During this session of Parliament, I am sitting as a member of the Standing 

Committee on Access to Information, Privacy and Ethics  (ETHI) and as 

an associate member of  Standing Committee on Citizenship and Immigra-

tion, Standing Committee on Justice and Human Rights and Standing 

Committee on the Status of Women. 

  

I have also been asked to serve as the Co-chair of the National Liberal   

Caucus Communications Committee and Treasurer of the GTA/Ontario 

Liberal Caucus. 
  

In this edition, I am including information on: Budget 2009, the Home Reno-

vation Tax Credit (HRTC),  Permanent Resident Cards, the Tax Free Savings 

Account (TFSA), Passports, and Community Events. 

 

This publication also contains various contacts that you may find useful and 

informative throughout the year.  It is my hope that this publication will per-

mit you to have a greater degree of access to the various programs and ser-

vices offered by your federal government. 

 

As always, please do not hesitate to contact me or my team if I can be of as-

sistance on any matters of federal jurisdiction, or to keep me up to date on 

matters that are important to you. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 
Michelle Simson, M.P. 

Scarborough Southwest 

 Michelle being sworn in as the first woman Member of Parliament for the riding of  

          Scarborough Southwest, November 7th 2008. 

 

Budget 2009 

It is important at a time of economic crisis for politicians of all 

political stripes to work together on behalf of Canadians.   As a 

result, my Liberal Colleges and I will accept this budget which 

contains some positive measures but we have put this government 

on probation to ensure that the government actually implement these 

measures. 

 

As a member of the Official Opposition, I will keep the government 

accountable by requiring it to report on how the money is flowing, 

how well our social safety net is protecting Canadians, if the budget  

is protecting jobs, and if the government is on track to eliminate its 

deficit.  Failure on these critical fronts will not be acceptable. 

 
 

 

Budget Highlights: 
 

 

�x�� Almost $12 billion in new infrastructure stimulus funding for roads, bridges, 

broadband internet access, electronic health records, laboratories and border 

crossings across the country.  

 

�x�� Increase of the basic personal amount and the top of the two lowest personal 

income tax brackets by 7.5 per cent about their 2008 levels. 

 

�x�� Providing $7.8 billion to build quality housing, stimulate construction and enhance 

energy efficiency.  

 

�x�� Reducing the minimum withdrawal rate for RRIFs by 25% for the year 2008. 

 

�x�� $500 million to help EI recipients participate in long term training. 

 

�x�� Extend the amount of time Canadians can receive employment insurance by five 

weeks. 

 

�x�� �,�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H���W�R���W�K�H���+�R�P�H���%�X�\�H�U�V�¶���3�O�D�Q���Z�L�W�K�G�U�D�Z�D�O���O�L�P�L�W���W�R�������������������I�U�R�P�������������������W�R��
help Canadians buy a first home.  

 

�x�� $200 million for the construction of new units for low income seniors. 

 

�x�� $7.5 billion in extra support for sectors, regions and communities. This includes 

support for the auto, forestry and manufacturing sectors, as well as funding for 

clean energy. 
 


