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To book or for more details visit westjet.com or 1 800 538 5696. Or call your travel agent.

 65% off today only.
 Non-stop to your favourite cities.
Book today for travel on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays
until October 2, 2009.*

*Book by July 7, 2009 (11:59 p.m. MT) for travel on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays until October 2, 2009. Prices on other days may be slightly higher. Taxes, fees and surcharges are extra where applicable. Advertised fares already 
reflect the discount. Discount is applied to WestJet’s lowest regular fare. Seats at these fares are limited and may not be available on all flights. New bookings only. Advance purchase required. 100% non-refundable. Offer combinable with other 
fares. All fares shown are one way. See westjet.com for details.
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Cpl. Nick Bulger’s sister Jessica is comforted at a repatriation ceremony yesterday. Bulger, from Buckhorn, Ont., was killed Friday in Zhari district.

GRIEF ON THE TARMAC 

Sister of fallen soldier is overcome at CFB Trenton as corporal’s body arrives from Afghan war zone 

billion, Page forecasts. Based on re-
cent government estimates, Fi-
nance Minister Jim Flaherty’s cal-
culations call for a cumulative def-
icit of only about $100 billion over
five years.

Page, appointed parliamentary
budget officer last year, has consis-
tently produced economic fore-
casts that have proven more accu-
rate than those from Flaherty and
private-sector economists.

His reports have ruffled feathers
in Ottawa. A committee of MPs and
senators recently warned that
Page, who has made a habit of re-
leasing information to the public
when it is released to MPs, should
be kept on a shorter leash. 

The latest report has been provid-
ed to the House of Commons fi-
nance committee and will be made
public later this week.

In it, Page says the medium-term
outlook for employment is “signif-
icantly weaker” than predicted in
Flaherty’s Jan. 27 budget.

Conservative MP Ted Menzies,
Flaherty’s parliamentary secretary,
said the government has acknowl-
edged that unemployment is going
to get worse. 

“Anyone can guess at what the un-
employment numbers are going to
be,” he said.

Menzies (Macleod) also said that
Page’s deficit projection failed to
take account of possible billions of
dollars in savings on government
programs or extra revenue from the
sale of major Crown assets. 

Page’s report says unemploy-
ment, currently at 8.4 per cent, will
average 8.7 per cent this year, com-
pared with Flaherty’s estimate of
7.5 per cent for 2009. Page sees the
jobless rate going as high as 9.4 per
cent in 2010.

Based on the government’s fore-
cast, Canada stands to lose 160,000
jobs in 2009. But Page says the
worse-than-predicted employ-
ment picture means that actual to-
tal job losses in 2009 could go as
high as 530,000.

For 2010, the government’s fore-
cast of 7.7 per cent unemployment
suggests about 200,000 jobs could
disappear. But Page says job losses
next year could be as high as
700,000.

Liberal MP John McKay (Scar-
borough-Guildwood) said Page’s
latest report proves the Conserva-
tives are dreaming when they claim
the government can quickly return
to balanced books in a few years.

“This is a structural deficit, no ifs,
ands or buts about it,” McKay said. 

SOURCE: 2009 Federal budget, 
Parliamentary budget office
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OTTAWA—Michelle Simson learned
a simple lesson as assistant branch
manager at a Scarborough bank:
when handling other people’s mon-
ey, account for every penny spent.

Her grandfather had instilled a
similar message of responsibility in
her father, and her father passed it
on to her. So it was quite a surprise
when Simson arrived in Ottawa af-
ter last fall’s election to find that
this thinking would cast her as a
renegade on Parliament Hill.

The Liberal MP for Scarborough
Southwest joins a club of one this
week when she becomes the first
federal politician to post on her
website all of the expenses that she
claimed for the 2008-09 fiscal year.
There is about $95,000 to set up
and run an office for five months, 75
per cent of what she was entitled to
use; a negligible amount to wine
and dine officials and constituents;
and close to the maximum of about
$25,000 that MPs are granted to
rent and maintain a second home
in Ottawa. 

Disclosing the claims is the sim-
plest of actions. It could easily have
gone unnoticed in the sleepy sum-
mer months. But in choosing to re-
veal how she has spent taxpayers’
money since the October federal
election, she is bucking a trend of
secrecy that crosses party lines and

is fiercely guarded.
“I have been a taxpayer a lot longer

than I ever have been an MP, and as
a taxpayer this was a real bone of
contention,” she told the Star. “It in
fact goes back to my father and my
grandfather. It was all about ac-
countability.”

The decision comes after a Star in-
vestigation into the shroud federal
politicians have placed over the
$128 million they claimed in per-
sonal expenses in the 2007-08 fis-
cal year. Each fall, the House of
Commons publishes the totals MPs
have claimed to run their constitu-
ency offices, to travel to and from
Ottawa and to carry out their daily
duties. Yet the public has no right to

access the individual claims that
lead to those annual totals.

Of the 37 MPs that the Star con-
tacted last month, only six agreed to
divulge how they spent a portion of
the funds. All were Liberals. The
Conservative party restricted all of
its MPs from releasing any expense
details, a decision backed by the
Board of Internal Economy, a panel
of eight MPs from all parties that
governs everything from expenses
to politicians’ legal fees to the man-
agement of the House of Com-
mons.

A scandal over MPs’ expenses in
Britain has led to the resignation or
retirement of almost two dozen
politicians and has destabilized the

ruling Labour government. A num-
ber of other countries have vowed
to publish the detailed expense
claims made by elected officials in
the hope public scrutiny will be
enough to prevent similar head-
aches, but not Canada.

“There are differences (with the
British scandal), but Canadians
don’t know that, as far as I’m con-
cerned,” Simson said.

“They don’t know that there are a
few more safeguards but, that said,
it’s their money. That’s the bottom
line.”

The Canadian Taxpayers’ Feder-
ation, which advocates for respon-
sible government spending, is hail-
ing Simson’s decision as ground-
breaking and one that all MPs
should follow.

“I was wondering myself whether
or not any MP would have the guts
to stand up to their colleagues
through the Board of Internal
Economy and do what’s right, so
good for her,” said national director
Kevin Gaudet.

Simson sees this tiny first step as
her chance to bring light to a sub-
ject covered in shade.

“I may not succeed, but in my little
piece of the world, my constituents
can go on my website and will be
able to see how the money is spent,”
she said. 

S H A M O C R A C Y STAR INVESTIGATION SPURS ACTION

MP pulls back expense curtain
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Scarborough Southwest MP Michelle Simson says she learned lessons
about accountability from her father and grandfather.

Liberal parliamentarian
goes it alone in revealing
financial secrets online
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Cardiac drug costs jumped a heart-
stopping 200 per cent in Canada in
just a decade, a new analysis shows.

And the current $5 billion a year
spent on prescription heart medi-
cations could double again by 2020,
says a study published in the Cana-
dian Medical Association Journal.

“It does raise the question about
whether the health-care system
can sustain this,” says Cynthia
Jackevicius, the study’s lead au-
thor.

An aging population, increasing
obesity, inflation and the introduc-
tion of new medication classes
helped send cardiac drug costs
soaring between 1996 and 2006.

The increased use of newer medi-
cations such as cholesterol-busting
statins now accounts for about 40
per cent of cardiac drug costs.

But physicians and patients fre-
quently choose more expensive
brand-name drugs over generic al-
ternatives and that has added to the
price tag, the report says.

Use of brand-name drugs in all

categories increased from 45 per
cent of prescriptions written in
1994 to 71 per cent in 2005, says
Jackevicius, a scientist with the In-
stitute for Clinical Evaluative Sci-
ences.

Use of patented drugs instead of
similar generic products accounted
for about a third of the cardiac
spending increases, she says. 

In British Columbia, the only
province to make most patients pay
out of pocket for higher-priced
drugs, cardiac drug costs rose more
slowly than elsewhere in Canada.

Ontario was in the middle of the
pack, placing fifth in spending. The
eastern provinces had the highest
per capita expenditure.

The use of generic drug alterna-
tives is an important cost-control
strategy, says Dr. Peter Liu, head of
circulatory illnesses with the Cana-
dian Institutes of Health Research,
which funded the study.

Alternatives to brand-name medi-
cations are as good as or better at
controlling the blood pressure and
cholesterol buildups that can lead
to heart disease, he says.

Heart drug costs tripled in a decade, study says
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